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Saturday May 31, 2008 
Phoenix Convention Center  

Revised 5-19-08 

7:00-7:45 
AM 

REGISTRATION at the Hyatt Regency , Breakfast  across the street at the Convention Center . Late 
registrations at Convention Center. 

7:50 AM WELCOME 

8:15 AM KEYNOTE SPEAKER      Susan Garrison, CHC, PCS, FCS, CCS-P, CPAR, CPC, CPC-H                
 
"Think Outside the Code"  is a humorous look at what is the essence of the medical encounter.  
That should be a key element in our coding and chart auditing.  In other words, we need to bring a 
'reasonableness' to this profession.  Every 'good' coder can learn the different elements of E/M or how to 
code surgeries, anesthesia, radiology or any other area of coding. However, a great coder does not stop 
with simply learning the rules. 
 

9:30 AM BREAK – OPPORTUNITY TO VISIT WITH VENDORS (1st Floor Meeting Rooms 101B and 106B) 

MS-DRGs &  The Physician’s Role by Susan E. Garrison, CHC, PCS, FCS, CCS P, CPAR, 
CPC, CPC H 
With the first major changes to the diagnosis-related group (DRG) payment methodology for inpatient 
services since 1983, the success of CMS’s new Medicare Severity DRG (MS-DRG) system implemented 
10-01-07 falls squarely on the shoulders of the physician.  This session will overview the DRG payment 
methodology and highlight how physician documentation, always the cornerstone for payment of 
professional services, underpins the entire MS-DRG structure.   
The CPT Process by  Marc Leib, MD  Medical Director  of AHCCCS  
How does a CPT code become a code? Dr. Leib will describe what it takes for a procedure to have a CPT 
code assigned to it. 
Cancelled: Coding Dialysis 
Advanced Medical Terminology by Nancy Reading, RN, CPC  
This session will explore medical terminology as it applies to clinical coding.  We will go beyond roots, 
suffixes, and prefixes.  Be prepared for a fast-paced, fun experience. 

10:00am 
 
 

Choose 

One 

Of 

These 

Four 

Sessions 

To 

Attend 
Viewing Interventional Cardiology Procedures by James J. DelGiorno, M.D., F.A.C.C. 
Dr. Del Giorno will be show videos of actual procedures while reviewing the coding of these procedures 
with one their coders, Bobby Kiesecker, CPC. 

11:30 AM LUNCH – CODING GAMES 

12:30 PM GENERAL SESSION 
MOTIVATON by Reed Pew, CEO,  AAPC 
NAB Update by Deborah Grider, CPC/EM, CPC-I, CPC-H, CPC-P, CCS-P, 
AAPC National Advisory Board President 

1:30 PM BREAK –  

Understanding Diabetes by Sher i Bernard, CPC, CPC-H, CPC-P   
This session will begin with a physiology lesson explaining the types, evolution, and understanding of 
diabetes. We will discuss appropriate diagnostic code assignment, the new official ICD-9CM coding 
guidelines for diabetes, and future coding for diabetes under ICD-10 CM. 
The Charge-Master  Process by Sandra Inscencio, RN, CPC 
How does a hospital charge-master differ from the standard fee schedule we all know? Hospitals and 
Outpatient facilities develop a charge-master by the CPT codes provided by the AMA. How does this 
process work? You will have a better understanding when you finish this session. 

 
    1:45PM  

TO  
3;15pm 

Choose 

One 

Of 

These 

Four 

Understanding ICD-10CM by DeborahGr ider , CPC/EM, CPC-I , CPC-H, CPC-P, CCS-P 
ICD-10CM will be here soon. What challenges are we going to face? Deborah author of the ICD-10-CM 
Implementation Guide, by the AMA will provide all you need to know of what is available with regards to 
implementation and more! 



Cancelled: Pulmonary Medicine 
Sessions 

 

To 

Attend 

Pain  Management by Peter  Kubitz. D.O. 
 Coding for these services is an increasing source of challenges, with a wide variety of procedures and 
other issues resulting in missed revenue opportunities among providers. Pain management services are 
among the most denied claims by Medicare and private payers. 

3:15 PM BREAK – OPPORTUNITY TO VISIT WITH VENDORS  

Coding from an Operative Report by Susan E. Garrison, CHC, PCS, FCS, CCS P, CPAR, 
CPC, CPC H 
In this session you will learn what is important to look for and how best to grasp all the appropriate CPT 
codes when reviewing an operative report.  Susan will make this sometimes difficult task much easier.    
Infusion Confusion by Candi McNew, RN, CPC-H 
Are you confused on the correct coding for non-chemo infusions and injections? You are not   alone, so 
are your colleagues. In this session we will cover  1) Correct coding for hydration versus therapeutic 
infusions  2) When to code an IV injection and not a therapeutic infusion  3) How to correctly charge for 
sequential and concurrent infusions  4) When to charge multiple units for injections  5) The documentation 
needed to charge for infusions and injections                                                                                                             

You will be given real life examples from Emergency Departments and Outpatient Clinic Areas 

Cancelled: Healthcare Consultant 
The Handy Mans Guide to Hand by Mark Leber , MD, Cynthia Ever lith, BA, CPC 
The hand is a complex unit of tendons, arteries, nerves, skin and bone.  We will explore various 
hand disorders from simple to complex.  Each area we will be reviewing the fundamentals of 
treatment, the dilemma of dictating, and the complexity of coding.  The participant will come to 
appreciate the various nuances of coding with regard to hand surgery.   

3:45 PM 
 
 
 
 

Choose 

One 

Of 

These 

Four 

Sessions 

To 

Attend 

The Evaluation &  Management Audit by Suzan Berman-Hvizdash, CPC-E/M, CPC-EDS 
This session will look at the E&M service and show you how to easily determine the appropriate history, 
exam, and medical decision making components when auditing a medical record. 

5:15 PM  
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Hear t Dissection by Nancy Reading, RN, CPC and Sher i Bernard, CPC   
Have you always wondered what the inside of a heart looks like and how it functions? Join Nancy and 
Sheri as you dissect a heart and review the anatomy. 
(Limited to the first 50 registrations received) 
Nuances of Medical Necessity by Susan Garr ison, CPC 
Look beyond the medical necessity of lab tests and x-rays.  Search for the 
subtle documentation, physician education, and accounts receivable issues 
that drive the right level of reimbursement for every encounter.  Join 
this session to discuss the obvious and the obscure medical necessity issues 
every coder faces. 

 
8:45AM 

 
Choose 

One  
Of  

These 
Three 

Sessions 
To  

Attend 
“ Incident To”  by Suzan Berman-Hvizdash, CPC-E/M, CPC-EDS 
Learn the ins and outs of the “incident to” rules as they relate to non-physician providers. When you can 
bill incident to and when you can’t!   

 " Shoulder  Injur ies”  - Gregory Evangelista M.D. 
What really happens in the shoulder and how to fix it!" 
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Hear t Dissection by Nancy Reading, RN, CPC and Sher i  Bernard, CPC              
Have you always wondered what the inside of a heart looks like and how it functions, Join Nancy and 
Sheri as you dissect a heart and review the anatomy. 
(Limited to the first 50 Registrations received)  
Epilepsy Care and Treatment by Eli S.  Neiman, DO 
Dr. Neiman will discuss the treatment and procedures used in treating epilepsy - defining the 
difference between epileptic seizures vs. nonepileptic seizures.  He will discuss the use of the 
EEG, epilepsy surgery, vagal nerve stimulation, and responsive neurostimulation as modalities 
of diagnosing and treating epilepsy. 
Teaching Physicians Guidelines by Suzan Berman-Hvizdash, CPC-E/M, CPC-EDS 
Life with teaching physicians or in a teaching hospital poses challenges that are quite unique. They are 
also challenges that cannot be taken lightly. This presentation will explore the intricacies of these 
requirements. Included in this dialogue will be an overview of the guidelines, important definitions and 
attestations, the primary care exception rule and surgical assisting. 

 
10:30AM 

 
Choose  

One 
Of  
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Three 

Sessions 
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Attend 
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Parking is on your own with an approximate cost of $10. Information about parking garages will 
accompany your confirmation.�


